Eighteen fungal taxa were collected in Nauru in 1980. They comprised four rust fungi, one smut fungus, several species that cause leaf spots and some saprobes. This is the first report of any plant associated fungi from Nauru.
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data associated with the specimens was made available through the New Zealand Fungi website (Anon. 2001 .
Results
Eighteen species of fungi were found on 13 species of mainly weedy plants and grasses in Nauru. All are new records for Nauru.
Bipolaris sp. on Melinis repens (Willd.) Zizka (syn. Rhynchelytrum repens (Willd.) Hubbard) (Poaceae) Natal red grass (PDD 42111) . Associated with an oval leaf spot on older leaves.
Cercospora canescens Ellis & Martin on
Vigna marina (Burm. f.) Merrill (Fabaceae) sea bean (PDD 42115). Circular to angular leaf spots are very common on this host plant throughout the tropics and subtropics. The fungus occurs on many members of the Fabaceae.
Cercospora ipomoeae G. Winter on Ipomoea pes-caprae (L.) R. Br. (Convolvulaceae) beach morning-glory (PDD 41879). This species is very common throughout the Pacific where it causes a circular leaf spot up to 5 mm diam., grey with dark brown or black border. 
Cercospora tridacis-procumbentis

Discussion
Although in no way comparable to the surveys of plant diseases undertaken in Pacific island countries from 1975 -1990 (Dingley et al. 1981 , McKenzie 1989 , 1996 , McKenzie & Jackson 1986 , 1990a ,b, 1996 , this brief account presents the first list of plant associated fungi reported from Nauru.
In the 1970s and 1980s the former Air Nauru flew an extensive network throughout the Pacific and Asia, and many passengers and produce transited through Nauru. This was sometimes looked upon as a possible pathway for the introduction of plant pests through Nauru to Australia, New Zealand and other countries. Today, a restricted flight schedule is operated by a much smaller, rebranded airline. However, potential pest concerns were recently realised when the highly invasive and ecologically very damaging yellow crazy ant was found at a single location in Nauru (Darren Ward, Landcare Research, pers. comm.) . This elicited an immediate incursion response from New Zealand MPI and Pacific island authorities (Secretariat of the Pacific Community).
